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Abstract 

In my presentation, I will talk about cosmetic surgery as a melancholic event, and what kind of role 

melancholy does play in the procedure before, during, and after cosmetic surgery. I combine two 

different theoretical trends as a philosophical framework: First, I use the social philosophy and aesthetics 

of Jean- Jacques Rousseau in his works such as Emilé and Discourse on Origin of Inequality. Second, I 

use feminist bioethics, particularly the recent work of Clare Chambers and her criticism of Rousseau’s 

aesthetics in her monography Intact: A Defence of Unmodified Body. Also, I base my argument on 

empirical studies made among the patients by Ruth Holliday, Meredith Jones, and David Bell.  

I ask during my presentation, which kind of narrative stories, from everyday life and popular culture, 

tell about the “wrong” or “melancholic” body, and how to “cure” it through cosmetic surgery and other 

kinds of body modification. My main argument is to critically engage with these narratives about 

cosmetic surgery and how it has been portrayed as capable to cure the melancholic body. These 

narratives already normatively shape our views of beauty, body, and health. Questioning and challenging 

these normative views are important for a deeper understanding of the “melancholic” body.  
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